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Cold wave sweeps
Kashmir, Ladakh
NJNS
Jammu, Dec 05 :
An
unabated
cold
wave
is
sweeping
through the valley
and Ladakh region of
Jammu and Kashmir
with temperatures settling belowe freezing
point. The minimum
temperatures dropped
several notches below
freezing point, the Met
said, adding "The night
temperatures
are
likely to drop further
in the coming three to
four
days as the
weather is likely to remain dry during this
period." It was minus
3.0 in Srinagar, mi-

(Cont. on Page 2)

Twoarmymen
injuredincross-LoC
fireinUri
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NJNS
Srinagar, Dec 05 :
An army soldiers were
injured in cross border
shelling in north Kashmir's Uri town of
Baramulla district on
Wednesday. An official
said that Pakistan army
fired at Indian positions
along the LoC in Kamal
Kote sector of Uri today
morning. "Two army
men were injured in
the cross-border firing,"
he said. The injured soldiers were identified as
Naik M willan and
Sepoy Wishva Nath no
2619096-M of army's
8 RR.

NIA produces
three Kashmiri
students in
Punjab Court
Chandigarh, Dec
05 : The National Investigation Agency (NIA)
produced three persons
believed to be members of Ansar Ghazwat
ul
Hind
including
cousin of group commander Zakir Musa in
a special court on Tuesday under tight security, Indian Express
reported.
Yousuf Rafiq Bhat, is
a cousin of Kashmirbased militant leader
Musa who is wanted by
the forces in the state.
The court ordered
the accused, including
Zahid Gulzar, a resident of Awantipora,
and
Mohammad
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HRD ministry withdraws
Kashmiri translations
under 'Bhasha Sangam'
following row
New Delhi, Dec 05
:The HRD ministry
has withdrawn the
Kashmiri translations
of certain sentences
under
its
"Bhasha
Sangam" initiative following a row.
Last week, the ministry's Department of
School Education and
Literacy had initiated
the "Bhasha Sangam",
a celebration of linguistic diversity, with
an aim to familiarise
every child with simple dialogues in all the
22 languages under
Schedule 8 of the Constitution. The
row
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VVIP chopper case accused, extradited from Dubai,
'will spill secrets of politicians he served': PM Modi
AgustaWestland chopper case Highlights: PM Modi latching on to Christian Michel for smear
campaign against opposition: Congress
Christian Michel sent to 5-day CBI custody

Sumerpur, Dec 05 :
Hours before campaigning
is to end in Rajasthan,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi launched a stinging
attack on the Congress
leadership,
accusing
party chief Rahul Gandhi
and his family of corruption and crediting his government
for
catching
Christian Michel, the middleman in the VVIP chopper scandal who was

brought late last night
from Dubai.
PM Modi described him
the 57-year-old British
national who is alleged to
have acted as a middleman for someone who had
served many politicians.
"We have brought back
the middleman. He used to
pay kickbacks... Now he
will spill the beans, wait
and see who all will be
named". PM Modi also re-

the BJP government were
seeking to "weave a web
of lies" and construct a
"mesh of deception to
hoodwink" the people of
India in the chopper case.
Michel, the alleged
middleman in the politically-sensitive Rs 3,600crore
AgustaWestland
chopper deal, was brought
to India late on Tuesday
night following his extradition by the UAE.
In
his
rally
in
Rajasthan on the last day
of campaigning before the
state elections on Friday,

Modi referred to the extradition of Michel saying, "The government
has brought the middleman involved in a helicopter scam from Dubai.
He served politicians and
will now disclose secrets."
Surjewala accused the
Modi government of indulging in a "cover-up
conspiracy" to hide its
role in helping and promoting the "banned company"
AgustaWestland
and its parent company,
Finmeccanica. "While the
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Hyderabad, Dec 05 :
The Congress on Wednesday said the BJP and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi were "latching" on to
Christian Michel, the alleged middleman in the
AgustaWestland chopper
deal who was extradited to
India from Dubai, for a
"smear campaign" against
opposition leaders.
Congress' chief spokesperson
Randeep
Surjewala, in a statement,
alleged that facing "imminent defeat" in state polls,
Prime Minister Modi and

ering a stinging comeback, PM Modi vowed to go
after Congress leaders who
had
escaped
scrutiny
when the party was in
power. "For generations
corruption has been a way

of life for them, so they will
not fight it. Only BJP can
uproot corruption at the
grassroots," the Prime Minister said in Rajasthan's
Su me rp ur .
Modi said that the Con-

gress rule was steeped in
scams. "In 2012, on often
heard of the coal scam, 2G
scam, helicopter scams
etc. This government has
not faced any such allegations. All they can talk

about is my mother and
father, my roots," he said
Referring to the Supreme Court order on the
tax assessment of Rahul
and Sonia Gandhi, the

New Delhi, Dec 05 :
A Delhi court Wednesday
sent Christian Michel, the
alleged middleman in the
Rs
3,600-crore
AgustaWestland chopper
deal, to five-day CBI custody. Michel was extradited to India from Dubai
late Tuesday night. On
his arrival in India, he
was taken to the CBI
headquarters for questioning.
54-year-old
Michel was among the alleged middlemen who
brokered the chopper deal
and who, investigators

claim, paid bribes to officials and politicians to
swing the contract in favour of AgustaWestland,
the British arm of Italian
firm Finmeccanica. The
CBI has alleged there was
an estimated loss of Euro
398.21 million (approximately Rs 2,666 crore)
to the exchequer in the
deal that was signed on
February 8, 2010 for the
supply of VVIP choppers
worth Euro 556.262 million. Michel's extradition
comes six years after his

ferred to barbs hurled at
him from Rahul Gandhi
who, he said, says that "I
do not speak on corruption
any more". Corruption is
a way of life for the Congress, PM Modi said. Deliv-
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Action initiated against officials after pictures Security forces use strong intelligence network, Pak PM's statement has rekindled hope,
CCTV surveillance to thin ranks of militants
augurs well for people of JK: Farooq
of roofless polling station went viral
NJNS
Jammu, Dec 05 : Authorities in Rajouri district
initiated
action
against three officials after some pictures of a
school building without a
roof, which served as a
polling station for the 7th
phase of Panchayat elections in a remote village,
went viral on social media,
officials said Wednesday.
The polling station,
which was set up at a government primary school
at
mountainous
KeriKotecharwal village in

Khawas block, came under
spotlight when some photographs showing the dilapidated condition of the
building started circulating, attracting criticism
from the netizens.
The polling staff and
the security personnel,
deputed in the village for
the duty, looked astonished in the pictures while
standing in front of the
roofless building atop a
hill, coming as a major
embarrassment for the
administration. The 7th
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NJNS
Srinagar, Dec 05 : A
strong intelligence network and the surveillance
of militants on cellphones
and closed circuit television (CCTV) footage has
helped the government
forces kill a record number
of over 245 militants this
year and arrest several
over
ground
workers
(OGWs) in Kashmir.
The number of militants killed this year as
well as in 2017 was one of
the highest. The security
forces have also arrested

many OGWs.
Inspector General of
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), Ravideep
Sahai, said that the
number of militants killed
in the last two years was
higher "due to the better
flow of information" by
way of gathering of information about the movement of militants.
Although the tracking
of cellphones of militants
was being carried out for
the last several years, it
has become more common
now. In July 2013, the

police had disclosed that
chief operational commander
of
Jaish-eMuhammad, Qari Yasir, a
Pakistani resident, was in
touch with one over ground
worker on his phone who
helped him stay at a house
in Lolab, where he was
later killed in an encounter. However, in recent
times, there have been a lot
of videos and pictures of
militants on social networking sites that has only
helped the forces in cornering them in the cordons,
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NJNS
Srinagar, Dec 05 :
National
Conference
President
Dr
Farooq
Abdullah on Wednesday
welcomed the positive approach of Pakistan's leadership on resolving long
pending issues with government of India.
Dr Farooq Abdullah
who was speaking at the
annual day celebrations
of Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences at
SKICC, Srinagar said that
the Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan's recent

avowals
on
Indo-Pak
bonhomie has rekindled
the hope that a day will
come when the people of
Jammu & Kashmir will
live in a free atmosphere.
"I foresee a time when
my colleagues, friends and
family members move
around without security.
It is perhaps for that day,
God has kept me going. I
wish that day comes when
the two neighboring countries of India and Pakistan
live in camaraderie," he
said. Dr Farooq asserted
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RBI keeps interest rates unchanged, 14-year-old missing Hajin boy surfaces Burglars take away ATM
retains GDP growth projection at 7.4% on social media holding AK-47 containing Rs 3.6 lakh in Kathua
Mumbai, Dec 05 : Following a three-day meeting, the Reserve Bank of
India's monetary policy
committee (MPC), led by
RBI Governor Urjit Patel,
kept the repo rate unchanged at 6.5 per cent on
the back of a fall in crude
oil prices and lower-thanexpected inflation. The reverse repo rate was also
kept unchanged at 6.5 per
cent. Repo rate is the rate
at which the central bank
lends to other banks.
This is for the second
time in a row that the cen-

tral bank did not tinker
with the interest rate. For
the layman, this means
that home loan and car
loan rates will remain the
same. The central bank
has also retained GDP
growth projection for
2018-19 at 7.4 per cent.

The committee also revised the inflation target
for the second half to 2.7
per cent.
"The decision of the
Monetary Policy Committee is consistent with the
stance of calibrated tightening of monetary policy
in consonance with the
objective of achieving the
medium-term target for
consumer price index
(CPI) inflation of 4 per cent
within a band of +/-2 per
cent, while supporting
growth," RBI said.
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NJNS
Srinagar, Dec 05 : A
14-year-old teenager from
Hajin town in North Kashmir's Bandipora district
has surfaced on the social
media holding an AK-47
and a knife. The teenager
identified
as Mudasir
Rashid Parray, a resident
of Khankah Mohalla, had
gone missing from his
home on August 31, after
an encounter took place at
Parray Mohalla in which messages asking for his rethree LeT militants were turn.
On
Wednesday,
killed. His family had Mudasir's picture surfaced
made appeals via video
(Cont. on Page 2)

NJNS
Jammu, Dec 05 : An
ATM, loaded with over Rs
3.60 lakh cash, was stolen Wednesday in Kathua
district of Jammu and
Kashmir, police said. A
case has been registered,
police said, adding they
have launched a manhunt to find the machine
and nab the culprits.
The burglars took the
Chhan Rorian village
route along the JammuPathankot highway in
early hours of Wednesday
and decamped with the
ATM, a police officer said.

State Bank of India (SBI)
officials told police that an
amount of Rs 3,68,400
was in the machine. In
another case, two persons
were arrested Tuesday for
damaging an ATM after
they tried to loot the cash
in it. They entered the SBI
ATM at Janipur in Jammu
city on the intervening
night of November 30 and
December 1 and attempted to take away cash
by damaging the mach in e.
Following this a case
was registered and inves-
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CBI vs CBI: Verma, Asthana fighting like cats, 'Was not at the spot': Bulandshahr mob violence
exposed agency to ridicule, AG tells SC
accused claims police frame-up in video

New Delhi, Dec 05 :
The Supreme Court has
posted on Thursday further hearing in CBI director Alok Verma's plea
against Centre's decision

to divest him of duties and
sending him on leave in
view of graft allegations
against him. The centre
on Wednesday told the
apex court that the fight

between two top officers of
the CBI - Director Alok
Verma and Special Director Rakesh Asthana - in
public exposed the premier probe agency to ridicule. Verma and his
deputy, CBI special director Rakesh Asthana, were
sent on leave by the Centre after a feud between
the two came out in public, with both levelling serious accusations of corruption
against
each
other. Attorney General
KK Venugopal, appearing
for the centre, said it was
essential for the government to step in when the
two top officers of the CBI
were "fighting like cats".

"Government of India
was watching with amazement as to what the top officers were doing, they
were fighting like cats,
"news agency quoted him
as saying.
"Dispute between CBI
Director and Special Director was pulling down integrity and respect of the
premier institution..Our
main aim is to see that
confidence of the public in
this premiere institution
(CBI) is restored," he told
the bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi.
The apex court on Nov
29 had said it would first
consider whether the gov-
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Lucknow, Dec 05 :
Yogesh Raj, the main accused in the Bulandshahr
violence in which a police
inspector and a youth were
killed, claimed he had not
even been at the spot when
the clashes broke out but
the police were trying to
frame him.
In a video shared on instant
messaging
app
Whatsapp, Yogesh Raj,
who has shaved off his
moustache and beard and
swapped his kurta and stole
imprinted with 'Jai Shri
Ram' for a pink shirt, alleged that the police were
projecting him as a dreaded
c ri mi n al.
The Bajrang Dal's dis-

trict convener claimed
that he was not present at
Chingrawathi where violent protests broke out
against
alleged
cow
slaughter in Mahaw village of the district, but at
the Syana police station
where he had gone to register the FIR about the incident. "I have faith in the

Almighty and He will give
me justice," he said in the
video. The video drew the
opposition's renewed attack
on
the
Yogi
Adityanath
government
for its failure to nab Raj
even while his video was
being circulated with impunity. While four accused have been arrested,
Raj heads the list of 28 people named in the FIR
lodged by police after the
Monday's violence. Inspector general of police,
Meerut range, Ramkumar
said, "We are after him."
Reports of alleged cow
slaughter from Mahaw
village,
near
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